
 

 

EVICTION OF SQUATTERS 

 
In order to contrast with other legal operators, the practical applicability of Law 

5/2018, on illegal occupation of housing, after 7 months since its entry into force, 

the lawyer of the office, MARIA ESCOLÀ, attends the conference "Comments to 

the Law 5/2018 on illegal housing occupation" given by the Judge of the Court of 

First Instance No. 48 of Barcelona, Mrs. Mª José Hernández González, held at 

the ICAB on February 12, 2019, as part of the events of Sant Raimon de 

Penyafort.  

 

Law 5/2018, modified the Civil Procedure Law, introducing a new procedural 

mechanism, designed to protect natural persons who own or possess legitimately 

houses against the phenomenon so common in our days of the so-called 

"squatting" by individuals or organized illegal groups. 

 

Introduces an ad hoc incidental procedure, with which, once the claim is 

presented, if requested by the plaintiff, the ignored occupants (anyone who is 

currently in the home) will be required so that within 5 days provide title that 

justifies their possessory situation, and, in case they do not provide it, the court 

will order the immediate delivery of possession of the house to the plaintiff. The 

judge decision in not appealable and will be executed without the expiration of 

the period of voluntary compliance of 20 days. 

 

The most relevant and remarkable of the applicability of the aforementioned law 

until now, is that it has achieved its main purpose, which is to provide agility and 

speed to judicial eviction proceedings against squatters, as well as to the 

execution of the eviction and effective recovery of housing, which until then were 

delayed in excess causing serious damage to the owners. 

 

But these advantages are limited to the fact that legal actions must be filed within 

a maximum period of one year after the disturbing event occurs, so it is important 

to activate as soon as possible. 


